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SUBJECT: DUTCH DEFENSE REDUCTIONS 

1 . SUMMARY: THERE EXISTS A REAL POSSIBILITY OF FURTHER DUTCH 
DEFENSE REDUCTIONS. EVEN IF THE MINISTRY OF DEFENSE (MOD) ESCAPES 
HAVING TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE CURRENT GON EFFORT TO CUT GROWTH 
IN COLLECTIVE SECTOR DOWN TO ONE PERCENT A YEAR, FURTHER CUTS 
THIS SUMMER ARE LIKELY. END SUMMARY. 

2. DEFENSE MINISTER VREDELING AND HIS TWO STATE SECRETARIES, 
STEMERDINK (MATERIEL) AND VAN LENT (PERSONNEL), ARE REPORTEDLY 
OPPOSED EVEN TO CONSIDERING ANY FURTHER DEFENSE ECONOMIES AT THIS 
TIME. VREDELING IS SAID TO BE BANKING ON THE EXPECTATION THAT 
FINANCE MINISTER DUISENBERG CAN BE PERSUADED TO SPARE DEFENSE- 
AT LEAST IN THIS ROUND-ON THE GROUNDS THAT THE MINISTRY HAS 
ALREADY ADJUSTED DOWNWARD LAST FALL. 

3. THESE EXPECTATIONS MAY NOT BE REALISTIC. WITH PERSONNEL 
COSTS AT A HIGH LEVEL, THE GON IS FEELING THE INCREASINGLY 
SEVERE FINANCIAL BITE OF ITS POLICY NOT TO REDUCE GROUND FORCES 
EXCEPT IN THE CONTEXT OF AN MBFR AGREEMENT. SINCE PERSONNEL 
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THERE ARE LIMITED RESOURCES FOR NEW EQUIPMENT. RECENT DECISIONS 
TO CONSTRUCT EIGHT NEW FRIGATES FOR THE NAVY AND TO PURCHASE 
84 F-16'S FOR THE AIR FORCE (WITH AN OPTION TO BUY 18 MORE) LEAVE 
LITTLE FOR SUCH PROJECTS AS REPLACEMENT OF THE OLD P-2 ASW AIR- 
CRAFT AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. SOME PROGRAMS WILL HAVE TO GO. 

4. ACCORDING TO MFA SOURCES, THE MOD STILL HAS TO ABSORB. EX 

POST FACTO AND IN ADDITION TO ANY CUTS RESULTING FROM THE CURRENT 
ONE-PERCENT ROUND, REDUCTIONS OF ABOUT $18.5 MILLION WHICH WERE 
DECIDED UPON LAST SPRING AND A FURTHER $85 MILLION FOR 1976. 

5. IT IS ANTICIPATED THAT THE ISSUE OF DEFENSE AND OTHER 
REDUCTIONS IN THE CONTEXT OF THE CURRENT ONE-PERCENT ROUND WILL 
REACH THE CABINET LATE MARCH OR EARLY APRIL. DEFENSE IS BY NO 
MEANS CERTAIN TO ESCAPE BEING INCLUDED. VREDELING MAY, 

DESPITE HIS INCLINATIONS, NOT BE ABLE TO RESIST PRESSURES FROM 

HIS SOCIALIST COLLEAGUES. BEYOND THAT, DECISIONS ON FURTHER 
DEFENSE REDUCTIONS ARE LIKELY TO COME UP FOR DECISION EARLY THIS 
SUMMER, AS THE CABINET GEARS UP FOR THE SEPTEMBER OPENING OF 
PARLIAMENT. 

GOULD 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: TROOP DEPLOYMENT, MILITARY PLANS, FORCE & TROOP LEVELS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 05 MAR 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: CunninFX 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976THEHA01250 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760086-0306 
From: THE HAGUE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t19760388/aaaacztw.tel 

Line Count: 82 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EUR 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: CunninFX 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 03 MAY 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <03 MAY 2004 by BoyleJA>; APPROVED <23 AUG 2004 by CunninFX> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: DUTCH DEFENSE REDUCTIONS 
TAGS: MPOL, PFOR, NL 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



